WOODLAND SCULPTURE AND DENS

AGE 8 UPWARDS
WITH ADULT SUPERVISION

ACTIVITY: Building small and large structures in the woods
OUTCOMES: Construction skills, team work, knowledge of wood. A den stimulates imaginative play and is a private space for children.
KIT: Wire, wire cutters, string, scissors, secateurs, hacksaw, tarpaulin for sitting on.
SMALL STRUCTURES
1. Spread out your tarpaulin. Gather together some bendy stems and
branches from the forest floor. Young willow and silver birch stems
bend nicely. Circular wreaths can be intertwined stems and need no
string or wire to fix them.

2. For more complex shapes you can make a wire
outline such as a heart like the one above.
Weave the stems and branches around the wire
and use string to fix them together if you need to.

TAKE CARE not pick lots of wildfl
owers, especially from
one area, as you will damage their
natural habitat.
Use fallen sticks and branches as
much as possible.
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BIGGER STRUCTURES – DENS – BASIC STEPS

BASIC SMALL TEPEE DEN

1. Choose a place in the woods for your den and decide what
you want to build. Look out for solid tree trunks or fallen
trees that can provide a base to fix branches and sticks.
You will need plenty of dead wood on the forest floor and
other long sticks or fallen branches. Assess the weather
risks such as wind and rain and loose branches above.
Look around for poisonous plants that you should avoid
whilst building.
2. Collect long sticks and fallen branches. Always carry
them upright. If they’re very long carry them horizontally
between 2 or 3 people.
3. Use rope or string to tie branches together.
4. Gather foliage to cover the gaps. Pine branches are
good for this.

BIGGER TEPEE DEN
Build this around a tree trunk
using the same steps as above.
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A BASIC WALL
1. Gather 18 -20 long sticks and put them into 3 piles of similar lengths.
2. Start with the upright ones (red colour in the drawing below). Push them into the ground or use a mallet to hammer them in
gently.
3. Next take 5 more sticks (blue). Push them into the ground to the left of each of the uprights. Lean them over and where they
cross another stick, tie them together with string.
4. Do the same with the 5 remaining sticks (purple). Push them into the ground on the right of the uprights and tie where they
cross another stick.
5. Place long thin sticks (orange) across the top and tie them on.
6. Tie foliage on to create filled in walls.
You can use this to make bigger elaborate den with several
walls, windows and doors.
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TRIANGULAR TENT-SHAPED DEN
Triangles make strong structures. This is a free-standing den and is also the structure used to grow beans.
1. Start with the tripod ends (red in the diagram opposite). Stick 3 long, strong sticks into the ground at each end, and tie them
together at the top.
2. Do the sides (orange). Take 5 long sticks and push them into the ground in 2
rows, 10 sticks in total. This is a view from above. Do not lean them over at
this point.
3.

Now lean the orange sticks into the centre
and tie them together, making a line of
arches.

4. Take some long thin sticks (green) and lie
them along the top, tieing where all the
others join.
5. Cover with foliage or tarpaulins.
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LOW LYING DEN
1. Find a fallen tree trunk and gather 8-10 long sticks.
2. Lie them up against the trunk (red).
3. Lay the next 4-5 sticks (blue) horizontally and tie them on where they cross
the ones below.
4. Cover with foliage.

BIGGER DEN BETWEEN TWO TREES
1. Find two trees that you could lay a bigger branch across.
2. Gather a lot of long sticks and a big fallen branch. Arrange them in
piles of roughly the same length.
3. Lay the big branch (red) across the top. Secure it with rope if you
need to.
4. Push the many other sticks into the ground and lean them over
on to the big branch above.
5. You can bend more supple stems and branches into arches and
circles for windows and doors. Tie them onto the main frame.
6. Create a wall on the other side to make the space enclosed.
You can use the method above.
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TAKING IT FURTHER…
You can use rope and string to create different types of walls for your den…
Personalise your den…
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