VISUAL EXPLORATIONS IN THE WOODS - SKETCHBOOK WORK

AIM:

Develop your artist’s eye through 4 fun exercises. Get down low and look at pattern, symmetry, structure,
colour and light. The more you do the more fascinated you become!

KIT:

Hardback sketchbook, drawing pencils (B, 2B, 4B, 6B), rubber and sharpener, a small piece of white card,
double-sided tape, small scissors, hand sanitiser, magnifying glass, bees wax blocks for rubbings.

FOR ALL AGES

DEVELOPING YOUR ARTIST’S EYE
Artists are continuously developing their “looking” skills through close observation and drawing, this goes on throughout their lives.
Nature provides all the inspiration you need. Everyone sees the world differently, the Impressionist artists such as Monet studied
natural form under different light conditions. Van Gogh saw pattern and movement in nature. Seurat experimented with colour.

LEFT TO RIGHT: Monet’s Haystacks, Van Gogh’s Olive Grove, Seurat’s ‘The Seine at La Grande Jatte’, all painted 1880 to 1890

- WOODLAND ACTIVITIES -

STRUCTURE
How many different 3D structures can you find in the woods? Here are a few to start.

FIND SOME MORE AND DRAW THEM IN YOUR SKETCHBOOK

- WOODLAND ACTIVITIES -

COLOUR
How many colours can you find in the woods?
Around springtime we see many bright colours, and in winter if you look hard,
you can find more subtle browns, yellows, greys and greens of varying shades.

MAKE A COLOUR SWATCH
Get a piece of card and stick a small strip of double sided tape onto it.
Avoid poisonous plants such as foxgloves,
dog’s mercury and deadly nightshade.
Collect pieces of tiny colour.
When you get home try to mix up some
of the colours with paint.
Make some colour schemes in your
sketchbook for spring, summer,
autumn and winter.

- WOODLAND ACTIVITIES -

PATTERN
Get down low in the woods and look closely at leaves and flowers using a
magnifiying glass. What patterns can you find? Here are a few for inspiration.

FIND SOME INTERESTING LEAF SHAPES AND DRAW AROUND THEM IN YOUR SKETCHBOOK
What patterns can you make by repeating and overlapping the shapes?

- WOODLAND ACTIVITIES -

LIGHT and ATMOSPHERE
Notice how the light changes in the woods over the day. Go at midday and
on another day, go in the evening. If you can, go at night with an adult.
Hush... Try not to talk so you experience the special atmosphere.

Do different parts of the woods feel different during the day? What shadows are there and how do they affect
the atmosphere? Look closely at light and shade on one small object, how does it affect its appearance?

DRAW A LEAF USING SOFT PENCILS
If the woods were a stage set for a play what characters would be there?

- WOODLAND ACTIVITIES -

FURTHER EXPLORATION
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haystacks_(Monet_series)
https://twistedsifter.com/2013/07/detailed-close-ups-of-van-gogh-artworks/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Seurat

Emerald Ant engages people in nature through art activities - www.emeraldant.com

