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HISTORY ACTIVITY:
The Age of the World
Thinkers and Theories

TIME NEEDED: 2 sessions x 30 minutes
(second session for portraits and class discussion)
AGE: Year 6
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Knowledge: Age of the world, social history
Skills: Portrait drawing, classroom philosophy (creation debate)
MATERIALS: sketchbooks, pencils, colours.

By Wenceslaus Hollar, 1607-1

677, Book of Genesis
Click for link

FOR TEACHERS:
Since the creation of calendars there were many different beliefs about the age of the world. Link here.
However, in the Victorian Age as more extinct creatures were being dug up, academics began to wonder
how old the world really was. Nowadays geologists tell us the world is 4.6 billion years
old, but in 1800 people believed it was only 6000 years old. This activity explains two
people’s different theories, and asks children to think about their theories, and the
societies they lived in.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS:
• Put the Genesis image on the whiteboard and explain its Old Testament origin.
Introduce the children to Archbishop Ussher (1581 –1656). Ussher based
his theory upon the Book of Genesis and other ancient texts. He counted back
through Persian, Babylonian, Greek, Roman and other civilisations from his
current year, and worked out the timing of the creation of the world was 6pm,
22nd October 4004 BC. Link here.

•

Explain about Charles Lyell (1797 -1875). He was a Victorian
academic who looked at fossils and rock strata, and realised they
were much older than 6000 years old. He believed the never-ending
process of erosion and deposition in nature formed the world. His
book ‘The Principles of Geology’ gave us the concept of Deep Time,
and helps explain climate change through the movement of oceans
and continents. His famous quote was “The present is the key to the
past”. Darwin was very influenced by Lyell. Link here.
Children can read about him here.

•

Radiometric dating. This enables us to find out the age of
something through chemical processes within the object. It is
used in geology and archaeology and supports the geological
timescale. It started being used in 1905 and was invented by
Ernest Rutherford, ‘the father of nuclear physics’. Children can
find out more here.

Portrait Drawing
•

The children will choose one character to draw; Ussher, Lyell or Rutherford.
They can use the photographs above to get a likeness.

•

As well as the face, the portrait should include the man’s thoughts and the images in his
brain, a bit like Robert Fludd’s portrait here. i.e. for Lyell they might include fossils, the
weather. Ussher: images from the book of Genesis, ancient texts.

•

Discuss in class:
If these men had theories used by people to live their lives, what kind of societies
did they live in? What were the Pros and Cons of each theory for the society?
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